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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted 
on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant 
for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall 
have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such 
treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by van Rijn 
(US Patent No. 6,574,604). 

As per claim 1, van Rijn teaches a method sending audio- visual messages through 
computer communication networks, comprising the steps of: 

inputting and storing visual information such as the name and address of 
the sender and the recipient, etc. to/at computer or the like) as an input 
system (column 4, lines 23-24); 

transmitting signals corresponding to the visual information and audio 
information such as the voice of the user, etc. (hereafter referred to as 
composite message information) through computer communication 
network and storing them at a computer as an output system (column 4, 
lines 15-26); and 

storing audio information signals among the composite message 
information signals from the output system and printing the visual 
information onto a message card respectively (column 6, lines 50-58). 
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As per claim 2, van Rign teaches a method as claimed in claim wherein one or 
more websites or the like are established on the computer communication system and a 
server computer the website accessible by the input system and output system through the 
computer communication network (column 7, lines 10-18). 

As per claim 3, van Rijn teaches a method as claimed in claim wherein the visual 
and audio information signals are stored together at the computer as the input device and 
transmitted to the output device through the computer communication network (column 
6, lines 20-23). 

As per claim 4, van Rijn teaches the method as claimed in claim or wherein only 
the visual information or all of visual information and part of the audio information are 
inputted to the computer as the input device, while or part of the audio information 
inputted through telephone network accessible to the computer communication network 
(column 8, lines 5-15). 

As per claim 5, van Rijn teaches the method as claimed claim or wherein the 
visual information includes diagrams, holographs, pictures, inputted and stored by using a 
device such as digital Camera scanner, or the like (column 5, lines 62-67), 

As per claim 6, van Rign teaches the method as claimed in claim 1 or wherein the 
the computer communication network is the Intemet (column 5, line 8). 

As per claim 7, van Rijn teaches a system for sending and receiving audio-visual 
messages through a computer communication network, comprising: 

at least one of the more computers as an input device which visual and 
audio information may messages be inputted and stored (column 6, lines 
20-25); 
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a computer communication network to which the input devices are 
connected for transmitting signals of the messages (column 6, lines 20- 
25); 

an output device as a computer connected to the computer 
communication network for receiving the signal (column 6, lines 20-25); 
and 

one or more message cards as receiving unit for printing the visual 
information of the messages and storing the audio information signals 
from the above therein (column 6, lines 20-25). 
As per claim 8, van Rijn teaches a system as claimed in claim 7 wherein websites 
having a server computer communication network wherein one or more set up on the 
computer communication networks (column 8, lines 10-15). 

As per claim 9, van Rijn teaches a claim wherein one or more telephone networks 
is accessible by one more telephone networks (column 5, 6-9). 

As per claim 10, va Rijn teaches a system as claimed in claim 8, wherein the 
server computer is accessible by one or more telephone networks (column 5, lines 6-9) 
As per claim 11, van Rijn teaches the system as claimed in claim 7, wherein the 
input device 100 is a personal computer comprising: 

a microphone for inputting audio information; an A/D converter 102 for 
converting the audio information received through the microphone 101 
into digital signals (column 6, lines 28-38); 
an encoder 103 for encoding the digital audio System as claimed 
information signals converted by the A/D converter (column 4, line 1 8); 
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a keyboard 104 for inputting literal information such as the names and 
addresses of the user and the other party (a. sender or recipient), a letter, 
etc. (column 4, lines 30-35); 

packaging/compressing part combining and compressing encoded digital 

audio and literal information signals (column 5, lines 20-28); 

a decoder 106 for verifying the encoded audio information signals 

(column 5, lines 50-55); 

a D/A converter (column 4, line 1 8); 

a speaker (column 4, line 47); and 

controller for controlling operation parts (column 1, Une 24). 
As per claim 12, van Rijn teaches a system as claimed claim or 9, wherein the 
input device 100 may be a PC, mobile phone, digital TV or PDA (column 2, lines 30-33). 

As per claim 13, van Rijn teaches a system as claimed in claim wherein the output 
device 300 is a personal computer comprising: 

hard disk as a storage for the composite message signal data (column 6, 
lines 20-25); 

de-packaging/decompressing part decompressing the compressed 
composite message signal data and separating the packaged data (column 
5, lines 50-55); 

a printer 303 for printing out the literal information such as names and 
addresses, letters, etc. decoded from the de-packaging/decompressing 
part (column 5, lines 50-67); 
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an interface for outputting the encoded audio information from the 
depackaging/decompressing part (column 5, lines 50-55); and 
a controller 305 controlling the operation of the parts (column 1, line 24). 
As per claim 14, van Rijn teaches the system as claimed in claim 7, 8 or 9, 
wherein the message cards 400 are activated by the output device 300 under the control 
of a control part 401 therein thereby the visual information from the output device 300 
being printed printing part 402 and the audio information being stored at a memory 403 
by means of the interface 304 (column 5, lines 38-61). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shabana Qureshi whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
6118. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:30am to 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain T. Alam can be reached on (703) 308-6662. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent AppUcation Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished appUcations is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Examiner 
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